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A B S T R A C T   
 Human settlements have constantly provided to accommodate the 
wellbeing, security and the prosperity of their residents regarding plan 
and closeness of area to water, sustenance and other crucial assets. Safety 
and security have been critical issues all through history, from early 
ancient period to medieval and present day urban areas. In light of the 
populace development and quick urbanization that propels everywhere 
throughout the world, crime has turned out to be a standout amongst the 
most genuine social issues. Actually, governments and diverse specialists 
are attempting to vanquish this marvel by contributing a colossal measure 
of trade as invasive measures. Regardless, this issue is as yet uncertain 
as crime rates far and wide continue heightening. Dealing with and 
diminishing the pessimistic impacts of crime on human life will provoke 
more conspicuous controls and further welcome more enthusiasm of both 
the general population and the Community. This exploration will talk 
about crime and economical design concerning man and its condition 
with a view to decreasing the effect it has on man and nature. Designers 
and other design experts should mull over the encompassing condition 
keeping in mind the end goal to lessen. The design of structures and the 
game plan public offices and other outside spaces can influence the 
chance of crime and the level of dread of crime. 
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1. Introduction  
Crime is considered to be understood as being 
destructive to human and it’s surrounding and a 
lot ought to be done to handle this. (Hillier, 2005) 
defined a sustainable community as safe, 
perceives itself to be safe and is considered by 
others to be safe. However, both sustainability 
and security are two important factors to be 
considered during the design process. 
Sometimes these two elements complement 
each other. In light of these considerations, 
mitigating crime and fear of crime may improve 
the quality of human life (Schneider & Kitchen, 
2007) which is a basic human need. Safety and 
security have always been major human needs 
throughout history. 
Sustainable design has been defined as 
development that meets the needs of the 
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present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs. The 
concept of sustainability presents the urgent 
need for radical change in man’s thinking and 
behavior, so much so that it is termed the ’global 
revolution .. Sustainability is a common and a 
contemporary goal of many urban 
development policies in various countries (Chan 
& Lee, 2008). Sustainable development includes 
extensive discussions on the various levels and 
activities, including an international scale, 
regional, provincial, city, neighborhood and 
building scale. According to existing researches 
neighborhoods are the main places where 
people feel the lack of safety and insecurity in 
these areas (e.g. Abdi, 2012). An urban 
community place can be thought to be 
brimming with consumption of energy, waste 
creating and heat producing activities. This can 
be caused by high populace focus, 
industrialization forms, and vehicular activity clog 
and development operations. As per 
(Mabogunje, 2011), numerous nations are 
moving towards having 40 to 50 % of their 
populace living in urban communities. The high 
populace thickness in the city makes challenges 
in the parts of urban housing quality and 
quantity, financial and infrastructural 
improvement, environmental quality and in 
addition energy request. 
2. Crime and social problem  
Crime has been characterized in the Oxford 
English Dictionary (1989) as a demonstration 
deserving of law, as being illegal by statute or 
damaging to general society welfare; a 
malevolent or harmful act; an offense, a 
transgression, particularly of a grave character 
(Abdi, 2012) Therefore, it is essential to consider 
elective choices to take care of the current 
issues. There is most likely that crime is impacted 
by an assortment of elements, for example, 
monetary, social, and administrative and also 
physical components. In the interim, the 
commitment of the manufactured condition 
towards the diminishment of crime has gotten 
impressive consideration over the most recent 
four decades. The omnipresent issues of crime 
and the dread of crime keep on representing 
endemic issues for post-modern urban social 
orders. In the UK, for instance, crime has 
expanded all things considered by 5.1% every 
year since 1918 (Home Office, 1999). Despite a 
noteworthy descending pattern in the UK, since 
1995 (Home Office, 2010), and the variety of 
unpleasant designs in the UK, the USA and 
Australia, the issue of crime remains a 
noteworthy worry for governments, the police, 
especially the counteractive action of offenses. 
Researching the urban community stage, where 
(and when) crime is found, can along these lines 
contribute much to our current information and 
comprehension of crime and aid the creation 
and support of more secure, energetic and 
more sustainability urban community. Indeed, 
there is a growing body of research That links 
urban sustainability with crime (Du Plessis, 1999; 
Cozens, 2002) It is increasingly recognized that a 
sustainable community is one that is both safe 
and perceived by its residents to be safe from 
crime. Upgrading an urban community infested 
with crime using sustainable design have 
different reactions in different neighbourhood. 
Figure 1 illustrates how people in crime infested 
places react to a new environment, mentally, 
socially and physically. Firstly from the physical 
and mental point of view there is a reduction in 
stress level, control in stress level, secondly from 
the aspect of metal health and social activity 
there are loads of issues such as low self-esteem 
or self-confidence and thirdly is the aspect of the 
Physical and social activity here there is a feeling 
of safety and a breath of positive life.   
 
 
Figure 1: Reaction of upgrading an urban community 
infested with crime using sustainable design (designed by 
author). 
 
3. An insight on Sustainable design on 
reducing crime rate 
Sustainable design is awareness for substantial 
development which has come to stay, all over 
the world today architects, engineers and 
developers are generally searching for 
approaches to mirror their new ideas of building 
and particularly to design. In today’s world 
building professionals take diverse examples that 
incorporate either a superior design, 
coordinated design, sustainable design or green 
building. A sustainable venture is designed, 
assembled, remodeled, worked on or reused in 
an environmental and asset proficient way 
(Cozens, 2002). To a vast degree sustainable 
design has appeared as a response to 
 
 
 
  
JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY URBAN AFFAIRS, 3(1), 104-108 / 2019 
 
 Nadereh Afzhool           106 
unravelling the clear negligence for our natural 
and social environment and one type of 
sustainable design is building reuse where the 
exemplified vitality of the first structure is kept in 
place, sustainable development is an 
advancement that addresses the issues (such as 
crime) of the present without trading off the 
capacity of future generation to address their 
own issues (Mohit, 2010). It is comprehended that 
the prerequisite of sustainable design comes in 
various ways, for example, the worry for the 
neighborhood, the experience of happenings in 
the area and the necessities. The thought is to 
have a neighborhood that is assembled 
shrewdly and wisely with a specific end goal to 
utilize a low measure of non-sustainable power 
source, create little contamination and waste, 
and has zero crime rate, while then again it 
enhances and improves the wellbeing, security 
and welfare of the general population who live 
and work in a specific neighborhood. Crime has 
a tendency to dynamically degrade and 
influences the neighborhood adversely which 
thus makes major problem that includes lack of 
open space for social interaction. Sustainable 
design approach in present-day time has turned 
into a basic mission in the redesign of the 
weakened neighborhood, keeping in mind the 
end goal to distinguish the root cause of criminal 
activities and find sufficient solutions with the 
guide of the sustainable design approach.  
 
4. Crime infested neighborhood and its 
impact on the community 
A Crime infested neighborhood is a fabled place 
that negatively affects its surrounding and its 
inhabitants which eventually leave little or no 
space for growth of all sorts.  A new kind of built 
environment with higher prospects should 
always be considered, which would directly 
affect the people who live is such environment. 
The  problems with Crime infested 
neighborhoods includes external and internal 
factors, the external factors include corruption 
and unemployment in which corruption portrays 
the economic instability while unemployment 
shows the level of people that are productively 
active by means of the job being provided 
thereby showing that those that are 
unemployed end up becoming a boarding to 
the society. The internal factor is divided four, 
Firstly over population this show were the 
population is more than the available 
infrastructure and amenities thereby putting 
pressure on the infrastructure, Secondly illiteracy 
this show the level of education, experience and 
exposure, therefore people aim for a better life  
but with a high level of illiteracy there is no 
aspiration for a better life, thirdly family structure 
it is 0popularly said that charity begins at home 
so therefore the structure a family on how it runs 
and perceived by everybody is as important as 
having a stable society that aims for the best for 
themselves and others around, also the ability to 
have a good family plan in order to avoid a very 
high fertility rate, and finally we have 
recreational center ( it is said that all work and 
no play make jack a dull boy) this helps to 
provide a balance in the sense that having open 
packs, playing ground and other social centers 
creates a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere  
All this if not properly combated will result to low 
or lack of safety and security of lives and 
property which can lead to total brake down of 
law and order, it also results to low or lack of 
social life, this is vital to the balance of human life 
in order to have a happier life.  
 
 
Figure 2.  Slum areas that can breed criminal activities in 
Brazil.  
It is challenging enough to characterize what a 
Crime infested neighborhood is, but it identifies 
with an extensive array about the wellbeing and 
quality of life. Looking at urban renewal, this term 
is by and large used to depict a living domain 
involving the physical, social and economic 
measurement (Nieboer, 2005). In managing a 
Crime infested neighborhood, we can't abstain 
from considering nearby group communities. A 
few European urban regions are encountering 
neighborhood issues, as brought up by 
European-based analysts, post-war 
neighborhoods are physically falling apart. 
Various urban areas in Europe are encountering 
rotting forms with resemblances in factors 
prompting decay. A few neighborhoods are no 
more appealing living conditions and have lost 
their intensity on the city level. Structures were 
arranged in view of the idea of optimistic 
housing, which means open, well-spaced, well 
lighted and well-ventilated area while having a 
wide green area. Be that as it may, the huge 
accessibility of green is frequently seen by 
inhabitants as a positive factor. 
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Figure 3: Slum area transformed into a fully sustainable 
community place in Brazil.  
The effect of neighbourhood attributes on 
individuals' mental change fluctuates 
noticeably, depending on individuals’ 
circumstance and behaviour (Cutrona et al., 
2000) A few people with especially strong 
identities can adapt effectively, even in unsafe 
and Crime infested neighbourhoods. 
Nonetheless, other individuals are very 
susceptible to depression when they live in the 
unfriendly environment. It might be that living in 
an impeded and disorderly neighborhood 
hinders positive thinking and replaces it with 
misery and negative attitude. Because of the 
absence of successful administration and 
misappropriation issues, the general nature of 
the neighborhood is dynamically diminishing, 
and a few side effects of this decline include 
physical disintegration and crime which in the 
most exceedingly terrible circumstances joins 
with disruptive conduct vandalism. Since 
organizations and institutions regularly need 
appropriate control, inhabitants don't feel safe in 
their own place and social connection gets 
affected (Calzolaretti, 2011; Carini et al., 1978). 
Notwithstanding, managing neighbourhood 
issues in a coordinated way, in this manner, 
considering social, physical and economic 
viewpoints isn't new. Initially, endeavors can be 
found around two decades back as actualized 
by governments and key performers to react to 
the expanding multifaceted nature of urban 
issues. Just when those activities demonstrated 
achievement, they swung to be regulated at 
higher political levels. It appears that in the mid-
80s, United Kingdom, France and the 
Netherlands were the primary European nations 
actualizing incorporated urban strategies.  
The physical rot of neighbourhoods is related 
with social conditions, for example, illness risk, 
poor mental wellness, and the dread of crime 
(Cohen, 2000). Actually, the ''Chicago School'' of 
Sociology firmly accentuated the effect of 
neighbourhood physical rot on health medical 
issues (Faris & Dunham, 1939; Park & Burgess, 
1925). One examination found that a 
neighbourhood record measuring the quality of 
houses, deserted cars, spray painting, crime, and 
state-funded school decay clarified a greater 
amount of the difference in gonorrhoea rates 
than did a destitution list measuring salary, 
joblessness, and low education (Cohen et al., 
2000). Neighborhood qualities impact the 
likelihood that individuals will shape ties with 
each other at the point when private turnover is 
high, individuals are more averse to frame 
connections. So also, individuals do not tend to 
shape connections when they live in 
neighborhoods high in social issue, since they 
mistrust their neighbors (Hill et al., 2005) 
Relationship disturbance may have a few 
distinct outcomes applicable to despondency, 
including lower levels of casual social control, 
insufficient social help, and poor family role 
execution. The term sustainability has turned out 
to be well known in policy situated research as a 
statement of what open policy should 
accomplish. The idea of sustainability was initially 
instituted in forestry, where it implies that the 
forest should not be harvested beyond what it 
yields (Nieboer, 2005) the word Nachhaltigkeit 
(the German expression for sustainability) was 
first utilized with this importance in 1713 
(Wilderer).  
 
5. Conclusion  
 It is fine to say that sustainable design plays a 
major role in drastically reducing crime rate, 
Looking at the situation at hand crime infested 
neighborhoods are usually neglected and 
usually not given much attention because it 
contributes in defacing and devaluing the 
community area. Thus more attention should be 
devoted in reviving a neighborhood that is 
obsoletely deteriorated and crime infested 
because if it is improved upon it would add 
immense value to the neighborhood and 
environment at large. 
In a clear view of thing it has been seen that 
there has always been an increase in the 
population of a certain class of people in crime 
infested area such as those seeking shelter, 
seeking a hideout and seeking a base for 
criminal activities. On the other hand it has 
become a global issue that is constantly 
deliberated upon in developing countries, 
shown by the continues effort of the global 
community to provide a more sustainable 
environment and way of leaving.  It is also known 
that more people are constantly migrating from 
rural areas to urban area with nothing in their 
pocket and eventually settling in an urban crime 
infested and deteriorated neighborhood 
because it is probably cheap, free or easy to 
access.   
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